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SLPS Spotlight News is a publication from the St. Louis Public School District’s Public Information Office. Each issue offers story ideas and provides media with information about what is going on in the district.  To submit upcoming activities and events; student and/or staff awards and recognitions; or individual school stories please email Julie Linder at Julie.Linder@slps.org. 

*******************************************************************************

Headline News

Pants on the Ground

http://www.kmov.com/community/blogs/reporters-blog/Pants-on-the-Ground-84190912.html
Sammy Hagar returns to St. Louis to meet students in his Blessings in a Backpack program
Many in St. Louis On Board in Fight Against Childhood Obesity
A helping hand for fire victims | St. Louis News, Weather, Sports ...
ST. LOUIS: Donations are sought for fire victims

Project Competes for $50k to Empower Youth! (opportunity for SLPS students available)

http://www.towergroveeast.org/?p=569
SLPS has made national news three times this month. Education Week recognized Gateway’s successful Animal Sciences program, The Urban Advocate recognized SLPS’ Full Service Schools as a model in education, and National Public Radio did an extended story on the work happening at Sumner High School. 

SLPS News

	
	


Mullanphy Fire Collection
Hagar at Sigel
Fox Theater Celebrates Artistic Talents
SAB Recognition 2/11/10
Help for Haiti (updated)

SLPS Prepares for MAP Testing
Logan Pilot Program at Busch AAA
Project Lead the Way
Nottingham CAJT High School Students Receive “Safety Training” from Holland Construction Services 

Submitted by Brian G. O'Connor, Principal, Nottingham CAJT High School

The Grounds Maintenance classes at Nottingham Community Access and Job Training (CAJT) High School have been working diligently throughout the school year to beautify their school’s grounds. 

The students enrolled in Nottingham CAJT’s Grounds Maintenance program, led by Bethel Hale and Jerome Stringer complete various jobs throughout the school’s campus such as preparing soil for planting, assisting in designing flower beds, trimming the bushes outside of the school, and picking up branches and small trees on the school grounds in order to beautify the neighborhood. 

On Thursday, February 4th, Holland Construction’s Safety Director led the students in a safety seminar. The purpose was to train our students on current safety practices in order to provide them with the necessary skills, training, and supplies that they will need to be successful in the work place.

Doug Devlin, Holland Construction Safety Director, stated, “This was a wonderful hands-on opportunity for students to learn how to be safe in a real-world work setting. Holland Construction is very pleased to partner with the St. Louis Public Schools to assist students in learning how to be safe.”

This is the thirteenth season that CAJT’s Grounds Maintenance program has trained students with developmental disabilities on how to perform landscaping duties associated with job skills development.

SLPS Student to Display Self Portrait at U.S. Department of Education in Washington, DC
Chloe Rolfe, a student at McKinley, created a beautiful self portrait for the Crayola® Annual Online Art Exhibition. Her work impressed judges so much it has been chosen to be displayed at the Offices of the U.S. Department of Education in Washington, D.C. and its branches. 

Shaw Students Recognized for Musical Talent

Congratulations to the following Shaw VPA students for being selected for the St Louis Metro 8 Music Recognition Night at Powell Symphony Hall on February 22nd. They will enjoy a concert and will walk on stage to receive a certificate:

 Abbigail McLellan - Handbells - KG

Kody Benedict - Handbells - KG

Darius Dickerson - Handbells - KG
Ernisha Sullivan - Handbells - KG
Jesse Bohlmann - Handbells - KG
Danico Clouson - General Music - Pre School
Jaiden Yanczer - General Music - 1st Grade
Calvin Carter - General Music - 2nd Grade
Nathan Morrison - General Music - KG
Brooklyn Wilson - General Music - 1st Grade
Kayla Williams - Strings - 5th Grade (violin)
Taquisha Thomas - Strings - 5th Grade (cello)
Amelia Brown - Strings - 4th Grade (violin)
Ariel Barbee - Strings - 3rd Grade (violin)
Audrianna Black - Strings - 3rd Grade (violin)
Jazlen Durgins - Band - 5th Grade (clarinet)
 Heather Wilford - Band - 5th Grade (clarinet)
Michael Wilson - Band - 5th Grade (clarinet)
Colton Nadenbush - Band - 4th Grade (trumpet)
Jazmine Williams - Band - 4th Grade (clarinet)
Keith Smith - Recorder - 3rd Grade
A'Lontay Holden - Recorder - 3rd Grade
Kahlil Kitab - Recorder - 3rd Grade
Congratulations Ronda Goolsby!

One of our own SLPS employees has a poem "These are The Days of Obama" that has been officially copyrighted by the Copyright office. 
"Pull Up Your Sagging Pants & Help Pull Up The Community" Program a Success at Northwest

Recently the Universal African Peoples Organization (UAPO) will kick off its campaign to encourage young people to pull up their pants and begin focusing on the task of uplifting their community. In years past an old adage used prior to undertaking a major task was "roll up your sleeves and get busy". In attendance was the student body along with other community leaders that included Jeffrey Reed, President- The Reed Group LLC; Carlos Mayfield- Sales Consultant; Kandis Hendrix-Associate Broker-Castle By The River and Contracting Specialist-National Material & Supply Company LLC; Eric  Miller- Volunteer Services/ UAPO and Kenny Boyd, President / Kennyboy Productions.
SLPS Hosts Black History Month Activities

February is Black History Month and in celebration SLPS schools are hosting a variety of activities and events. Please click the following link to see each school’s activity, date, and time!  Black History Month Activities 
*Information on this link will be updated regularly 
The 8th Annual Hearts for Hunger Canned Food Drive has begun!

The St. Louis Public Schools’ 8th Annual Hearts for Hunger Canned Food Drive will run until February 19th. Non-perishable food is requested; however, momentary donations are accepted. To participate please contact Megan Owens (314) 345-4590.  

Upcoming Events

Theatre in the Museum — Teens Make History
Jeffrey Mitchell, a student at Central VPA, and Antwonette Thurman, a student at Soldan International Studies High School, have written a play in conjunction with other teen across St. Louis as part of the Missouri History Museum's Theatre in the Museum program. This program has received national and international attention as a model for work-based learning programs in museums, and the museum was recently honored to be the first institution outside of the Smithsonian allowed to perform one of their Discovery Theatre scripts. 

Sticks and Stones - 
Saturday, February 13 2010 at 11:30 am;
Saturday, February 20 2010 at 11:30 am; 

Saturday, March 6 2010 at 11:30 am;
Saturday, March 13 2010 at 11:30 am

Census Job Testing & Application Sessions at Long Middle CEC
Location: 5028 Morganford Rd., St. Louis, MO  63116 
Date: Wednesday, February 17, 2010 at 10am and 1pm,  and Friday February 26, 2010 at 10am and 1pm.
 Potential Job Applicants can get more information by calling 1-866-861-2010 or our local census office at 314-800-0660 or visiting www.2010censusjobs.gov .  They can make an appointment, or simply show up at the testing site.  Applicants must be 18 yrs old, and bring 2 forms of ID (Drivers License or photo ID, AND Social Security Card or Birth Certificate) with them to testing.
Author to Visit Cleveland

Paul Volponi, author of Black and White and other Young Adult Novels, will be visiting with the cadets from Cleveland Junior Naval ROTC Academy.

· Date:  February 17, 2010

· Time:  9:00 A.M.

· Place:  Carr Lane Auditorium

Mr. Volponi will be doing a presentation, and will be entertaining questions from the audience.  After the question and answer session, the author will sign books for those who have their own copy.  

8th Grade College Exploration Conferences

The Division of Career and Technical Education will again offer the Eighth Grade College Exploration Conferences.  Eighth grade is not too early to begin planning and preparing for college.  By visiting a campus in 8th grade, students can begin investigating different types of colleges, learning about entrance requirements, gathering financial information and taking the necessary steps in high school to ensure college admissions.  All of this is enhanced with a student booklet providing resources for high school and post secondary planning.  All programs are held on the college/university campuses from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM. 

Following is the schedule of programs for the second semester of the 2009/2010 school year:




February 17 – McKinley CJA @ Washington University




February 19 – Fanning Middle School @ University of Missouri – St. Louis




February 23 – Busch AAA @ Harris Stowe State University




February 24 – Peabody K-8 eMints @ St. Louis University




March 2 -        Lyon @ Blow K-8 @ Webster University




March 4 -       Gateway Middle School @ St. Louis Community College @ Meramec




March 5 -       Stevens Middle School @ University of Missouri – St. Louis

If you have any questions, contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, at 345-5715.

Soldan ISHS to host “Soldan Summit”

 Soldan International Studies High School will kick off a week of Model United Nations competition by hosting the Fourth Annual "Soldan Summit" on Thursday, February 18 at 9:30 AM.  The summit will take place in the Soldan Auditorium at 918 North Union Blvd, 63108. The discussion, part of an ongoing series, will offer students and faculty members the opportunity to learn about global politics and the role of the United Nations in forming U.S. foreign policy. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Esther Brimmer, the Assistant Secretary of State for International Organizations.  

GREEN YOUR FUTURE

The Division of Career and Technical Education is co-sponsoring a NEW 7th Grade program called Green Your Future.  It will focus on science careers such as green engineering/architecture, conservation, biofuels, renewable energy, geology, plant/earth science, climate science, botany and public health issues.  This program is in collaboration with the MO Botanical Garden, the Academy of Science of St. Louis and the Career and Technical Education Office.  At the MO Botanical Garden Commerce Bank Science Education Center, four professionals in the science areas previously mentioned will demonstrate their careers and the relevance of why science is so important to our future.   After the presentations, the students will have an opportunity to participate in a scavenger hunt at the MO Botanical Garden.

All the programs are from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM and the schedule for this year is as follows:

· February 18 – Long, McKinley, Peabody 

On February 12, a similar high school program for 9th graders will be offered.  Schools participating are Clyde C. Miller Career Academy, Gateway High, Roosevelt High School and selected students from Yeatman-Liddell Middle School.

If you have any questions about the program, please contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, Division of Career and Technical Education, at 345-5715.

The Greater St. Louis Dental Society will celebrate National Children’s Dental Health Month with the 17th Annual “Dinosaur Doings” at the Saint Louis Science Center

5050 Oakland Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63110

Saturday, February 20, 2010

12:00 noon to 3:00 pm

· Learn about teeth and taking good care of them

· Visit with Sam the Smilosaurus, Tooth Fairy, Magical Dragon, Dr. Ted E. Bear and Delta

· Dental PANDA Bear

· FREE TOOTHBRUSH EXCHANGE—Kids, bring us your OLD toothbrush and get a NEW LIGHT UP toothbrush!

· Face Painting

· Healthy Snack Games

· Guess how many bristles on our Giant Toothbrush and WIN A PRIZE!

· Tooth Wizard Show

· Educational activities and movies to watch

· Carnival Games

· Cake Walk

· Brushing/Flossing demonstration
Sumner Alumni Association to Host Annual Round Up

Sumner Alumni Association’s Annual Round-Up will be Sunday February 28, 2010 from 1-4p.m. at Sumner. Chuck Berry is anticipated to attend. 

BUDER BULLDOG CHALLENGE-Trivia Night

Friday, March 5th

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Questions start at 7:00 p.m.

Buder Elementary School, 5319 Lansdowne

Contact: Mr. Bill Wamser bill.wamser@slps.org for reservations Or Call (314) 352-4343

· $20 per person/$120 for a table of 8

· Soda and Snacks provided

· Cash prizes for 1st and 2nd place finishes

· Additional prizes awarded for Best Appetizers and Best Table Decorations

Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

Do You Love Basketball?

The students at Shenandoah School are anxious to start an after-school basketball team. If you like basketball and kids, and would like to get involved, please contact Shenandoah’s principal, Sonya Wayne at 314-772-7544.

Council of Great City Schools Scholarship

The Council of the Great City Schools is pleased to launch a new scholarship program exclusively for Great City School graduating seniors who plan to pursue postsecondary education in the STEM fields.  

Named for the first African American to walk in space, Bernard Harris, the new scholarship is now available to encourage minority students from the Great City Schools to pursue college degrees and careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. The scholarship is funded by ExxonMobil and will be inaugurated for 2010 graduating high school seniors in school districts represented by the Council of the Great City Schools.   

Four scholarships for two males and two females -- $5,000 each -- will be awarded to two African American and two Hispanic students on behalf of the former astronaut, physician and businessman.  Deadline for student submissions for the ExxonMobil Bernard Harris Scholarships is May 14.   

Here's the link to the scholarship program and the application:  http://www.cgcs.org/Awards/Harris_Scholarship.pdf. 

Julia Richer Scholarship for High Education Application Now Available

The Julia Richer Scholarship for Higher Education, Offered by the St. Louis Financial Services Coalition, offers a High School Scholarship up to $1,000.00 

To find out requirements, or to apply, please contact:
Saint Louis Financial Services Coalition

Attention:  Scholarship Committee

P.O. Box 771005

St. Louis, MO 63177

Email: scholarship@stlfsc.org
Speakers Wanted! “Transition for Life” Fair

You are cordially invited to St. Louis Public Schools Special Education Department's Annual "Transition For Life" fair on Friday, February 19, 2010 at the St. Louis Community College at Forest Park, located at 5600 Oakland Avenue.  The fair will begin at 9:00 A.M. and end at 1:00 P.M.

Our goal is to provide juniors and seniors with information about programs and services that are available to individuals with disabilities.  These resources will assist students as they transition from high school to the adult world. We have invited vendors, employers, and agencies from the community to attend.  They will provide students with information that will assist them with their post secondary transitional goals.

If interested, please contact Erma Owens via email erma.owens@slps.or call 314-265-7916 by Friday, February 12, 2010.

Change your students’ lives: Bring ECO-ACT to your school!

Are your students interested in leadership, teaching, or the environment? The Saigh Foundation ECO-ACT Environmental Leadership Program is currently seeking new school districts to partner with this long-time Missouri Botanical Garden program for the 2010-2011 school year.  High school juniors and seniors engage in this unique, experiential program, learning about sustainability and ecology, teaching fourth graders, sharpening their leadership skills, and becoming comfortable in nature.

Please contact Meg Hoester at 314-577-0241 or meg.hoester@mobot.org for more information. 

Do you know a Huggable Hero®?

The search is on for the next group of great young leaders to join the Build-A-Bear Workshop
Huggable Heroes Hall of Fame.  Young people between the ages of seven and 18 who are making positive contributions in their schools, neighborhoods and communities will be honored for their hard work and dedication to make the world a better place.  The deadline to enter is February 26, 2010. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings, friends, teachers, organization leaders, or the young people themselves may submit entries. 
Each Huggable Hero will receive a prize worth $10,000 ($7,500 in the form of an educational scholarship and $2,500 from the Build-A-Bear Workshop Foundation to be donated to the charity of the hero’s choice and awarded in the winner’s local currency). The 12 winners will also receive a trip for themselves and one adult to a special awards celebration and a 2010 Build-A-Bear Workshop Huggable Heroes calendar photo shoot.
To learn more about the contest, or to download a nomination form, visit www.buildabear.com/huggableheroes or visit any Build-A-Bear Workshop store.
NEH Summer Institute for School Teachers June 21-26 or July 12-16, 2010

For more information, eligibility requirements, and application instructions, please visit 

http://www.siue.edu/education/neh/  [image: image1]
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